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COLUMBIA  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY  AND  THE 
SYNOD  OF  MISSISSIPPI 

Professor  Henry  Alexander  White 

In  October,  1800,  throe  Presbyterian  ministers,  following 
the  "Natchez  Trace,"  rode  on  horseback  into  the  territory 
which  now  constitutes  the  Slate  of  Mississippi.  The  three 
horsemen  were  James  Hall  and  James  II.  Bowman,  pastors  of 
Presbyterian  Churches  in  North  Carolina,  and  William  Mont- 
gomery, Shepherd  of  a  Presbyterian  congregation  in  Georgia. 
James  Hall  had  been  authorized  by  the  General  Assembly 
(May.  lcSOO)  to  preach  the  Gospel  in  the  Natchez  country,  but 
the  Assembly  laid  upon  the  Synod  of  the  Carolinas  the  re- 
sponsibility of  providing  for  the  success  of  the  missionary  en- 
terprise. The  Synod  of  the  Carolinas  held  jurisdiction  over 
the  States  of  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia, 
the  latter  then  including  within  its  territorial  limits  the  pres- 
ent States  of  Mississippi  and  Alabama.  Accepting  the  re- 
sponsibility for  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the  people  in  the 
lower  Mississippi  Valley,  tin*  Synod  of  the  Carolinas  ap- 
pointed the  three  evangelists  named  above,  provided  for  their 
financial  support,  and  sent  them  westward.  At  Pontotoc,  in 
the  northeastern  part  of  the  present  State  of  Mississippi,  they 
halted  for  a  night  at  the  home  of  Joseph  Bullen,  a  Presby- 
terian minister  who  had  come  from  New  York  into  that  region 
to  preach  to  the  Indians.  Pressing  southward  the  three  evan- 
gelists from  the  Carolinas  crossed  the  Black  River  and  estab- 
lished preaching  stations  near  that  stream.  On  Bayone 
Pierre  they  sojourned  for  a  brief  period  at  the  plantation  of 
Samuel  Gibson,  tin1  site  of  the  present  Port  Gibson,  and  there 
William  Montgomery  preached  a  funeral  sermon  in  connection 
with  the  death  of  Mrs.  Gibson,  who  had  passed  away  only  a 
few  hours  before  the  arrival  of  the  evangelists.  Farther 
south  near  Cole's  Creek  they  found  a  settlement  called  Union- 
town,  made  up  of  Presbyterian  families  who  had  conic  from  the 
Carolinas    and    some    Congregational ists    from    New    Jersey. 

3 


The  preaching  of  the  Gospel  to  those  people  led  ultimately  to 
the  establishment  of  Bethel  Church.  Finding  a  number  of 
Presbyterian  families  within  and  near  the  Town  of  Washing- 
ton, the  Gospel  messengers  established  there  a  regular  preach- 
ing station.  Stations  were  established  also  at  Natchez  and  in 
other  communities.  From  October,  1800,  until  April.  1801, 
the  three  apostles  on  horseback  continued  to  deliver  their  mes- 
sages in  the  Mississippi  territory,  founding  nine  preaching 
stations,  five  of  which  afterwards  became  centers  of  permanent 
Presbyterian  congregations. 

William  Montgomery,  one  of  the  three  evangelists,  who  thus 
laid  the  foundations  of  the  Presbyterian  faith  and  order  in 
Mississippi,  was  a  Scotch-Irishman  who  came  in  early  child- 
hood with  his  parents  to  North  Carolina,  soon  moving  thence 
with  them  to  the  settlement  known  as  the  Waxhaws  in  the 
upper  part  of  South  Carolina.  Having  studied  theology  un- 
der the  personal  instruction  of  the  Rev.  Francis  Cummins,  of 
South  Carolina,  Montgomery  received  licensure  as  a  Presby- 
terian minister.  In  1800,  while  preaching  in  Georgia,  he  was 
appointed  by  the  Synod  of  the  Carolinas  to  take  part  in  the 
evangelistic  work  in  Mississippi  as  set  forth  above.  Return- 
ing in  1801  from  this  journey,  he  became  pastor  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  at  Lexington,  Georgia,  as  we  are  told  by  Rev. 
J.  R.  Hutchinson  in  his  Reminiscences.  In  1811,  Mr.  Mont- 
gomery entered  upon  the  work  of  preaching  at  Washington, 
capital  of  the  Territory  of  Mississippi.  At  the  same  time  he 
was  appointed  President  of  Jefferson  College,  located  in  the 
same  place.  A  year  later  he  became  pastor  of  Pine  Ridge 
Church  near  Washington.  In  March,  1816,  the  Mississippi 
Presbytery  was  organized  in  this  same  Pine  Ridge  Church, 
while  Montgomery  was  pastor,  by  the  following  Presbyters : 
Rev.  William  Montgomery,  Rev.  Joseph  Bullen,  Rev.  Jacob 
Rickhow.  Rev.  James  Smylie,  and  three  elders  of  Scottish 
descent.  William  Montgomery,  who  had  a  larger  share  per- 
haps than  any  other  individual  in  establishing  Presbyterian- 
ism  in  Mississippi,  was  inducted  into  his  work  as  Gospel  herald 
by  the  same  spiritual  agencies  which  afterwards  established 
the  Columbia  Theological  Seminary.  Francis  Cummins,  who 
instructed  Montgomery  in  theology,  was  afterwards  the  first 


Moderator  of  the  Synod  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  and 
later  a  member  of  the  first  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Colum- 
bia Theological  Seminary.  For  a  period  of  ten  years  Mont- 
gomery was  pastor  of  the  congregation  at  Lexington,  Georgia, 
where  Thomas  Goulding,  successor  of  Montgomery,  began  the 
work  of  instruction  as  first  teacher  of  theology  in  Columbia 
Seminary.  From  1820  to  1848  William  Montgomery  was  the 
faithful  shepherd  of  Ebenezer  Church  and  Union  Church, 
both  located  in  the  large  community  known  as  the  Scotch 
settlement  in  Jefferson  County,  Mississippi.  Under  his 
guidance  these  two  congregations  had  an  important  part  in 
the  work  of  building  up  the  Presbyterian  system  in  Mississip- 
pi, and  in  the  adjacent  territory  this  system  very  rapidly  ex- 
tended. The  Mississippi  Presbytery,  organized  in  1816  under 
authority  transmitted  by  the  Synod  of  Kentucky,  became  in 
the  following  year  (1817)  a  constituent  member  of  the  Synod 
of  Tennessee.  In  1829  the  congregations  in  the  lower  valley 
were  strong  enough  to  organize  the  Synod  of  Mississippi  and 
South  Alabama,  holding  jurisdiction  over  the  territory  after- 
wards organized  as  the  separate  Synods  of  Mississippi,  Ala- 
bama, Memphis,  Texas,  Arkansas  and  Louisiana.  Another 
successful  builder  of  Presbyterianism  in  Mississippi  was  John 
Newton  Waddel.  Like  Montgomery,  he  wTas  not  in  name  an 
alumnus  of  Columbia  Seminary,  but  he  received  his  spiritual 
and  mental  training  under  the  shadow  of  that  institution. 
The  father,  Moses  Waddel,  well  known  as  headmaster  of  Wil- 
li nut  on  Academy,  and  as  President  of  the  University  of  Geor- 
gia, was  also  one  of  the  most  efficient  workers  engaged  in  the 
enterprise  of  founding  and  maintaining  Columbia  Seminary. 
Returning  from  Georgia  to  Willington  in  South  Carolina 
about  the  time  when  the  Seminary  opened  its  doors  in  Colum- 
bia, Moses  Waddel  spent  Ins  remaining  days  in  giving  earnest 
support  to  the  extension  of  the  work  of  the  Seminary  and  in 
training  his  son.  John  Newton,  to  become,  like  himself,  both 
preacher  and  teacher.  Soon  after  the  death  of  Moses  Wad- 
del, the  son  was  given  formal  commission  as  minister  of  the 
Gospel  by  the  Presbytery  of  Mississippi  (1841).  He  founded 
Montrose  Academy  in  Mississippi  and  gave  instruction  there 
after  the  manner  in  which  it  iiad  been   imparted  at  Willing- 


ton  Academy.  Later,  as  Chancellor  of  the  State  University, 
he  extended  his  influence  throughout  Mississippi.  A  number 
of  the  sons  of  that  institution,  persuaded  doubtless  by  him, 
came  to  Columbia  Seminary  to  receive  theological  training. 
In  the  later  years  he  became  Chancellor  of  the  Southwestern 
Presbyterian  University.  These  early  apostles  who  were  sent 
to  the  Synod  of  Mississippi  by  the  founders  of  Columbia  Sem- 
inary were  followed  by  others  who  went  from  the  halls  of 
the  Seminary  itself.  Benjamin  M.  Palmer  completed  the 
course  of  study  in  the  Columbia  Seminary  in  1841.  During 
his  early  years  as  a  minister  he  occupied  pastorates  in  Savan- 
nah', Georgia,  and  in  Columbia,  South  Carolina.  Much  of  his 
training  during  this  period,  as  a  preacher  of  the  Gospel,  was 
received  through  personal  association  with  Dr.  James  H. 
Thornwell.  In  1855  both  Thornwell  and  Palmer  accepted 
Chairs  in  the  Columbia  Theological  Seminary.  Dr.  Thorn- 
well continued  to  occupy  this  position  as  teacher  until  he  was 
called  into  the  spirit  world.  After  a  brief  period  of  success- 
ful activity  as  teacher  in  the  Seminary,  Dr.  Palmer  gave  heed 
to  the  call  of  a  growing  Church  in  the  Synod  of  Mississippi, 
for,  until  the  close  of  Palmer's  life,  the  Churches  of  Louisiana 
continued  to  form  a  part  of  that  Synod.  When  Dr.  Palmer 
became  spiritual  shepherd  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church, 
New  Orleans,  in  1856,  he  found  himself  in  vital  touch  with  the 
moving,  throbbing  life  of  the  lower  Mississippi  Valley.  Many 
members  of  the  great  multitude  that  was  constantly  moving 
through  New  Orleans  as  the  center  of  traffic,  paused  in  their 
work  long  enough  to  hear  the  Gospel  from  his  inspired  lips. 
His  own  flock  in  the  city  itself  grew  in  numbers  so  rapidty 
that  in  1857  they  were  able  to  complete  and  set  apart  to 
God's  service  the  present  large,  handsome  house  of  worship 
on  Lafayette  Square.  From  that  time  until  the  close  of  his 
fruitful  ministry  of  well-nigh  fifty  years,  the  voice  of  Dr. 
Palmer  proclaimed  the  good  news  to  congregations  so  large 
in  numbers  and  from  so  many  different  sections  that  his  mes- 
sage was  disseminated  throughout  the  great  Valley  and  in 
other  parts  of  our  country.  When  the  conflict  of  1861  was 
forced  upon  the  people  of  the  South,  the  hearts  of  virtually 
all  of  those  who  lived  in  the  great  Southwest  turned  to  Dr. 


Palmer  for  counsel  and  advice.  In  that  great  crisis  he  did 
not  fail  them,  but  spoke  out  boldly  as  the  man  of  God,  who 
recognized  the  responsibility  resting  upon  him.  For  his  per- 
sonal leadership  in  all  vital  human  affairs  was  not  limited  to 
New  Orleans  nor  even  to  the  Mississippi  Valley,  but  was  ac- 
cepted throughout  the  entire  Southwest.  The  Gospel  of 
steadfast  faith  and  spiritual  comforl  which  Dr.  Palmer  pro- 
claimed throughout  his  ministry  was  Columbia  Seminary's 
gift,  under  the  Providence  of  God,  to  the  Synod  of  Missis- 
sippi, and  to  all  of  the  other  parts  of  our  Southern  Church. 

The  emphasis  here  placed  upon  the  activities  of  Dr.  Palmer 
must  not  lead  us  to  forget  the  gracious  ministry  of  other 
worthy  sons  of  Columbia  Seminary  within  the  Synod  of  Mis- 
sissippi. Some  of  these  were,  Robert  Q.  Mallard,  T.  R.  Mark- 
ham,  and  A.  J.  Wit  hers poon,  whose  labors  are  still  bearing 
fruit;  William  T.  Hall,  an  alumnus,  who  returned  to  the 
Seminary  in  the  later  years  to  occupy  the  Chair  of  Didactic 
Theology,  spent  a  part  of  his  early  ministerial  life  at  Canton, 
Mississippi;  Edward  P.  Palmer  preached  at  Oxford,  G.  W. 
Boggs  at  Raymond,  J.  H.  Alexander  at  Kosciusko,  Joseph 
Bardwell  at  Yazoo  City,  G.  S.  Roudebush  at  Madison,  S.  C. 
Caldwell  and  A.  M.  Meeklin  at  French  Camp.  Two  members 
of  the  Seminary  Class  of  1877,  T.  L.  Hainan  and  C.  W.  Graf- 
ton, both  of  whom  were  also  graduates  of  the  University  of 
Mississippi,  have  continued  the  work  of  the  Gospel  ministry 
in  Mississippi  with  marked  success  until  the  present  time. 
This  entire  period  of  more  than  fifty  years  has  been  spent  by 
Dr.  Grafton  as  pastor  of  Union  Church  in  the  Scotch  settle- 
ment, the  field  in  which  William  Montgomery  began  to  sow 
the  seed  of  the  Gospel  in  1820,  more  than  one  hundred  years 
ago.  Many  of  the  sons  of  Mississippi  have  received  theologi- 
cal training  at  Columbia  Seminary  as  the  preparation  for  suc- 
cessful ministerial  labors  among  the  Churches  outside  of  their 
native  commonwealth.  Among  these  one  readily  recalls,  D. 
K.  McFarland.  Jene  Witherspoon,  T.  Dwight  Witherspoon,  J. 
William  Flinn,  Eugene  Daniel,  Josephus  .Johnson,  R.  W. 
Shive,  M.  W.  Frierson,  E.  B.  Witherspoon,  and  many  others 
whose  names  are  held  in  honor  among  us.  It  is  not  possible 
in  this  brief   record    to  speak  of   the   work  of  alumni   of  the 
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more  recent  years  who  have  gone  from  the  Seminary  to  pro- 
claim the  Gospel  message  in  various  fields  in  the  Synod  of 
Mississippi.  Moreover,  the  limits  of  space  forbid  extended 
reference  here  to  the  well-known  generosity  of  Judge  Perkins 
and  other  members  of  the  Mississippi  Synod  in  giving  finan- 
cial aid  to  the  Seminary.  The  bond  of  spiritual  fellowship 
and  co-operation  between  the  people  of  this  Synod  and  our 
Seminary,  always  strong,  has  received  a  new  measure  of 
strength  through  the  appointment  of  Dr.  John  M.  Wells,  a 
son  of  Mississippi  and  graduate  of  the  Southwestern  Presby- 
terian University,  as  President  of  the  Columbia  Theological 
Seminary.  Dr.  Wells  has  occupied  pastorates  in  important 
congregations  in  Virginia  and  North  Carolina.  Additional 
labors  extending  beyond  the  bounds  of  these  fields  have  cul- 
minated in  his  holding  the  gavel  as  Moderator  of  our  General 
Assembly.  All  of  those  successful  activities  have  given  Dr. 
Wells  an  admirable  preparation  to  meet  the  responsibilities 
connected  with  the  administration  of  the  work  of  this  school 
of  modern  prophets  and  apostles. 


IMPORTANT  RECENT  ACTIONS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF 
DIRECTORS  AND  OF  THE  CONTROLLING 
SYNODS  OF  COLUMBIA  THEOLOG- 
ICAL SEMINARY 

I.  Beginning  as  far  back  as  11)17  and  continuing  up  to  the 
present  year,  the  Board  took  the  following  actions  in  extend- 
ing an  invitation  to  the  Synods  of  Mississippi,  Tennessee  and 

Louisiana,  and  other  Southwestern  Synods,  to  participate  in 
the  ownership  and  control  of  Columbia  Seminary: 

1.  From  Volume  of  written  Minutes,  page  242.  May,  1917, 
part  of  President's  report: 

tkI  wish  to  call  to  the  attention  of  the  Board,  the  conditions 
of  the  Synods  Lying  southwest  of  us,  notably  Mississippi, 
Louisiana,  and  Tennessee,  and  perhaps  Texas,  and  will  ask 
the  Board  to  approve  of  the  President's  making  overtures  to 
those  Synods,  with  a  view  to  organic  connection  with  us  in 
the  support  of  the  Columbia  Theological  Seminary,  saying  to 
them  that  the  Board  will  be  glad  to  hold  a  conference  with 
them  at  such  time  as  will  suit  their  convenience  upon  the 
whole  matter  of  their  relationship  to  this  Theological  Sem- 
inary. 

Also  page  255,  from  the  Committee's  Report  on  Laws  and 
Regulations  : 

"That  the  President  of  the  Seminary  be  authorized  to  make 
overtures  to  the  Synods  of  Mississippi.  Louisiana,  Tennessee, 
Texas,  Arkansas  and  Oklahoma,  looking  to  a  closer  connec- 
tion with  our  Seminary,  and  to  arrange  for  a  conference  with 
the  representatives  of  those  Synods  at  their  convenience,  if 
the  way  be  clear." 

2.  Page  273,  from  the  President's  Report,  .May,  10LS  : 

"I  beg  the  Board  of  Directors  to  appoint  the  President  as 

its  agent  in  presenting  to  the  Synods  of  Alabama,  Mississippi, 
Louisiana,  and  Tennessee,  an  overture  from  this  Board,  re- 
questing  them   to    unite   in    the   support    of   this   Theological 
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Seminary.  1  hereby  append  a  statement  outlining  a  plan  of 
such  joint  administration  by  the  seven  Synods  as  follows: 

"To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Southwestern  Presbyter- 
tan  University,  and  to  the  Committees  of  said  Synods  to  con- 
sider future  relation  to  theological  education,  etc.;  I  am  au- 
thorized by  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Columbia  Theolog- 
ical  Seminary  to  make  you  the  following  proposition,  viz.: 

"Thai  you  enter  into  partnership  with  the  Synods  now  own- 
ing and  controlling  this  Theological  Seminary  upon  exactly 
the  same  terms  upon  which  these  Synods  now  own  and  con- 
trol it,  having  the  same  proportionate  number  of  directors. 

"The  constituency  of  Columbia  Seminary  is  the  same 
type  of  character  and  of  Presbyterianism  with  yours.  The 
Institution  is  the  sole  property  of  our  branch  of  the  Church 
and.  hence,  has  a  single  and  assured  standard. 

"The  Institution  has  a  plant  for  which  it  was  offered  $250,- 
000,  and  twenty  acres  of  land  in  the  suburbs  as  a  bonus.  In 
addition,  it  has  a  library  of  unequalled  value  in  our  section. 
It  has  endowments  of  $270,000  and  an  income  from  invested 
funds  of  $17,000,  from  temporary  endowments  of  $5,000  in 
addition. 

"It  owes  no  debts  and  has  no  deficit,  but  on  the  contrary,  is 
unique  in  having  accumulated  surplus.  It  now  plans,  with 
every  prospect  of  success,  to  secure  largely  increased  endow- 
ments. It  has  grown  in  six  years  from  twenty  to  sixty-four 
students  and  has,  at  present,  a  larger  attendance  than  ever 
before  in  its  history.  We  ask  you  to  consolidate  your  institu- 
tion with  ours,  preserving  the  historic  continuity  of  both,  but 
Leaving  to  the  Synods  to  select  the  name  which  the  combined 
institution  will  bear." 

Also  page  277,  from  the  Committee  on  Audits  and  Assets : 

"That  a  committee  consisting  of  the  President  of  the  Sem- 
inary and  a  member  of  the  Board  be  appointed  to  present  to 
the  Synods  of  Alabama,  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  and  Tennes- 
see, controlling  Synods  of  the  Southwestern  Presbyterian  Uni- 
versity, an  overture  from  this  Board,  requesting  them  to  unite 
in  the  support  and  control  of  this  Seminary  on  the  same  basis 
as  obtains  with  the  present  controlling  Synods." 
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3.  As  an  extract  from  the  President's  Report,  May,  1920, 
being'  the  fifth  item,  as  follows: 

"Fifth.  I  ask  that  the  Board  of  Directors  re-affirm  the 
offer  already  made  by  the  Board,  and  approved  by  the  Synods, 
to  the  Southwestern  Synods  of  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and 
Tennessee." 

Also  an  extract  from  the  Committee  on  the  President's  Re- 
port : 

"5.  That  the  Board  re-affirm  the  offer  already  made  by  the 
Board  and  approved  by  the  Synods,  to  the  Southwestern 
Synods  of  Mississippi,  Louisiana  and  Tennessee." 

4.  From  the  Minutes  of  1921,  page  16: 

"That  the  Board  re-affirm  the  offer  already  made  by  the 
Board  and  approved  by  the  Synods,  to  the  Synods  of  Missis- 
sippi, Louisiana  and  Tennessee." 

5.  From  the  Minutes  of  li)1^2,  pages  '2  and  13: 

"In  view  of  our  previous  offers  to  the  Synods  of  .Mississippi, 
Louisiana  and  Tennessee.  1  would  recommend  that  we  request 
and  invite  those  Synods  to  appoint  committees,  consisting  of 
three  men  each,  to  meet  with  this  Board  and  confer  touching 
the  whole  matter  of  the  uniting  of  those  Synods  with  our 
present  Synods  in  the  control  of  the  Seminary  and  the  per- 
manent location  of  the  Seminary.  That  we  cordially  invite 
the  Board  of  the  Southwestern  Presbyterian  University  to 
consolidate  their  Seminary  with  ours,  that  their  alumni  may 
have  a  living  Alma  Mater." 

"We  recommend  that  the  Board  invite  the  Synods  of  Mis- 
sissippi, Louisiana  and  Tennessee  to  appoint  three  men  each. 
to  meet  with  us  to  confer  touching  the  whole  matter  of  uniting 
with  us  in  the  control  and  permanent  location  of  the  Sem- 
inary, and,  also,  invite  the  Board  of  the  Southwestern  Pres- 
byterian University  to  consolidate  their  Seminary  with  us  and 
the  alumni  of  both  institutions  to  consider  themselves  as  alum- 
ni of  the  consolidated  Seminary." 

"The  above  invitations  be  repeated,  and  that  by  a  standing 
vote  the  Hoard  express  its  \(>vy  earnest  desire  that  these 
Synods  should  accept  our  cordial  good  faith  therein  expressed, 
and  our  dearly  cherished  hope  that  they  will  accept  our  over- 
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tures  and  join  with  us  in  the  control  of  our  historic  and  be- 
loved institution." 

II.  At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  October 
10th,  1923,  the  following  recommendation  was  sent  to  the 
controlling  Synods  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama,  and 

Florida  : 

"The  Board  of  Directors  of  Columbia  Theological  Seminary 
respectfully  calls  the  attention  of  the  controlling  Synods  to  the 
urgent  and  pressing  need  of  the  Seminary  for  larger  and 
better  equipment  and  of  a  larger  income,  so  that  immediate 
action  may  be  taken  for  its  relief.     The  facts  are  these: 

"The  Seminary  is  at  the  flood  tide  of  prosperity  with  the 
largest  number  of  students,  this  year  and  last,  in  its  history. 
The  confidence  of  the  Church  in  it  is  thus  shown  in  unmis- 
takable fashion.  It  is  steadily  growing  in  usefulness  to  the 
Church,  and  occupies  today  a  more  important  position  than 
ever  before.  It  can  be  made  even  more  important  if  the 
Synod  will.  To  meet  its  present  prosperity,  the  Seminary 
has  only  the  old,  outgrown  equipment  of  other  days,  which, 
ample  then,  is  far  from  being  so  now.  Its  dormitories  will 
not.  accommodate  all  of  the  students  applying  for  admission, 
and  rented  rooms  off  the  campus  must  be  had.  The  class- 
rooms are  too  few  and  too  small.  The  little  building  which 
does  duty  as  a  chapel  is  a  converted  stable.  The  priceless 
library  has  never  been  properly  housed,  and  is  inconvenient  of 
access  to  the  students.  It  is  not  protected  from  the  danger  of 
fire.  The  refectory  alone,  recently  enlarged  by  the  Board, 
answers  the  present  need.  Other  than  the  refectory,  no  new 
building  has  been  given  the  Seminary  in  more  than  half  a 
century.  It  is  to  the  credit  of  the  students  that  they  take 
their  lack  of  physical  comforts  in  fine  spirit,  but  this  does  not 
relieve  the  Synods  of  their  duty  to  properly  provide  for  them. 

"To  the  need  for  larger,  newer  and  better  equipment  must 
be  added  the  need  of  an  income  made  equal  to  the  necessary 
expense  of  conducting  the  Seminary.  Its  small  endowment 
yields  an  income  which  pays  less  than  half  of  such  expense, 
and  the  gifts  of  Churches  and  individuals  are  relied  upon  to 
make  the  deficit  good.     The  income  last  year  from  all  sources 
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lacked  $9,687.00  of  meeting  the  need.  Unless  there  is  a  sub- 
stantial increase  had  in  gifts  this  year,  an  equal  deficit  may 
be  expected.  It  is  evident  this  condition  cannot  long  con- 
tinue. No  legacies  are  being  received  by  the  Seminary.  In 
contrast  with  this  distressing  situation,  it  is  apparent  that 
their  controlling  Synods  have  made  ample  provision  in  equip- 
ment and  endowment  for  Union  and  Louisville  Seminaries. 
Large  individual  gifts  are  noted  as  made  to  them  from  time 
to  time,  and  it  is  evident  that  they  have  the  loyal  support  of  a 
devoted  constituency.  The  Board  believes  that  at  heart  the 
constituency  of  Columbia  Seminary  is  equally  loyal,  only 
needing  to  be  aroused  to  the  serious  plight  it  is  now  in.  The 
controlling  Synods  have  reason  to  feel  proud  of  her  record, 
for  in  the  ninety-seven  years  of  its  existence  it  has  given  the 
Church  more  than  twelve  hundred  ministers  of  the  Gospel, 
and  this  pride  should  make  it  a  joy  to  come  now  to  its  aid. 

"The  Board,  therefore,  recommends  that  the  controlling 
Synods  shall  empower  the  Board  to  survey  the  territory  and 
locate  the  Seminary  where,  in  its  judgment,  based  on  all  the 
facts,  the  Seminary  can  secure  a  sufficient  measure  of  finan- 
cial assistance,  and  where  it  may  render  the  largest  service  to 
the  Church.  The  Board  shall  he  further  empowered,  should 
this  seem  to  be  the  wisest  step,  to  negotiate  and  complete  a 
merger  with  Union  Seminary,  Richmond,  Virginia,  in  such 
way  as  shad  preserve  the  history  of  Columbia,  and  shall  most 
efficiently  serve  the  controlling  Synods." 

III.  In  reply  to  this  recommendation  of  the  Board,  the 
Synod  of  South  Carolina  took  the  following  action: 

"That  we  recommend  that  the  Synod  of  South  Carolina 
empower  the  Board  to  survey  the  territory  and  locate  the 
Seminary  within  the  bounds  of  the  controlling  Synods  where, 
in  its  judgment,  based  on  all  the  facts,  the  Seminary  can  se- 
cure a  sufficient  measure  of  financial  assistance,  and  where  it 
may  render  the  lamest  service  to  the  Church.  The  Board  be 
further  empowered,  should  this  seem  to  he  the  wisest  step. 
to  negotiate  and  complete  a  merger  with  Union  Seminary, 
Richmond.  Va.,  in  such  a  way  as  shall  preserve  the  history  of 
Columbia,  and  shall  most  efficiently  serve  the  controlling 
Synods." 
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The  Synod  of  Alabama  took  the  following  action: 

"We,  therefore,  recommend  that  the  Synod  of  Alabama, 
jointly  with  the  other  controlling  Synods,  shall  empower  the 
Board  to  survey  the  territory  and  locate  the  Seminary  where, 

in  its  judgment,  based  on  all  facts,  the  Seminary  can  secure 
a  sufficient  measure  of  financial  assistance,  and  where  it  may 
render  the  largest  service  to  the  Church.  The  Board  shall  be 
further  empowered,  should  this  seem  to  be  the  wisest  step,  to 
negotiate  and  complete  a  merger  with  Union  Seminary.  Rich- 
mond. Vs..,  in  such  a  way  as  shall  preserve  the  history  of  Co- 
lumbia, and  shall  most  efficiently  serve  the  controlling' 
Synods. ' ' 

The  Synod  of  Georgia  took  the  following  action  : 

''That  the  Synod  feels  deeply  the  problem  which  embar- 
rasses the  Board  of  Directors  of  Columbia  Seminary,  grow- 
ing out  of  its  great  prosperity  in  the  number  of  students  en- 
rolled and  the  consequent  increased  expense  of  operation. 
But  the  Synod  is  loath  to  contemplate  the  irreparable  loss 
which  the  removal  of  our  Seminary  beyond  our  territory 
would  involve  ;  and.  therefore,  the  Synod  gives  its  consent  to 
the  request  of  the  Board  of  Directors  for  a  full  investigation 
of  the  entire  problem,  and  clothes  the  Board  with  authority 
to  locate  the  Seminary  at  any  suitable  place  within  the  bounds 
of  the  controlling  Synods ;  but  the  Synod  declines  to  authorize 
the  Board  to  remove  the  Seminary  to  any  place  outside  the 
bounds  of  the  controlling  and  supporting  Synods  without 
reference  to  this  Synod  for  its  advice  and  consent. 

"That,  in  thus  deferring  final  action  on  the  location  of  the 
Seminary,  the  Synod  of  Georgia  recognizes  that  the  debt  for 
current  expenses,  which  now  amounts  to  .^o-LOOO,  will  be  in- 
creased by  about  .^10.000.  This  Synod  urges  all  of  its 
Churches  to  give  this  Seminary  the  full  three  per  cent,  of  our 
offerings  appropriated  to  them. 

"Resolution  on  Columbia  Seminary 

"The  Synod  of  Georgia,  by  voting  to  retain  the  Columbia 
Theological  Seminary  within  the  bounds  of  the  controlling 
Synods,  and  as  the  Seminary  is  confronted  with  an  increased 
deficit, 
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"Be  it  Resolved:  Thai  Synod  docs  now  instruct  its  Execu- 
tive Committee  of  Education  to  undertake  a  special  campaign 
to  raise  $10,000  for  the  current  year. 

"2.  That  all  pastors  and  sessions  be  urged  to  open  their 
pulpits  for  a  special  offering,  and  to  co-operate  with  this  com- 
mittee in  securing  this  amount. 

"3.  That  the  urgent  need  of  the  Seminary  at  this  time  be 
brought  to  the  attention  of  individuals  of  means,  as  a  special 
object  of  their  beneficences. 

"4.  That  Synod  further  direct  the  Executive  Committee  of 
Education  in  co-operation  witli  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Seminary,  to  endeavor  to  secure  a  suitable  location  within  the 
Synod,  and  the  necessary  funds  for  its  reestablishment.  This 
effort  to  be  completed  within  six  months  if  possible." 

We  have  not  been  officially  notified  of  the  action  of  the 
Synod  of  Florida,  but  we  have  been  informed  that  in  answer- 
ing the  special  recommendation  of  the  Board,  permission  was 
granted  it,  should  this  seem  to  be  the  wisest  step,  to  negotiate 
and  complete  a  merger  with  Union  Seminary,  Richmond,  Ya., 
in  such  a  way  as  shall  preserve  the  history  of  Columbia,  and 
shall  most  efficiently  serve  the  controlling  Synods. 
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BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 


South  Carolina 

Rev.  Alexander  Sprunt,  D.D.,  Charleston,  S.  C.     .     .  1925 

S.  H.  Edmunds,  Esq.,  Sumter,  S.  C 1925 

Rev.  W.  A.  Hafner,  Gaffney,  S.  C 1924 

Col.  W.  W.  Lewis,  York,  S.  C 1924 

I).  W.  Robinson,  Columbia,  S.  C 1925 

Rev.  D.  M.  Douglas,  D.D.,  Clinton,  S.  C 1925 

Georgia 

Rev.  A.  L.  Patterson,  D.D.,  Savannah,  Ga 1925 

Rev.  F.  K.  Sims,  D.D.,  Dalton,  Ga 1925 

J.  T.  Brantley,  Esq.,  Blackshear,  Ga.     .....     .  1924 

Rev.  E.  L.  Hill,  D.D.,  Athens,  Ga 1924 

Alabama 

Rev.  S.  E.  Hodges,  D.D.,  Anniston,  Ala 1925 

Rev.  A.  G.  Irons,  Tuscaloosa,  Ala "  .  1924 

Rev.  C.  M.  Boyd,  D.D.,  Tuscaloosa,  Ala 1925 

Florida 

Rev.  L.  E.  McXair,  D.D.,  Jacksonville,  Fla 1924 

Rev.  W.  J.  Garrison,  St.  Petersburg,  Fla 1925 

Officers  of  the  Board 

President  of  the  Board — J.  T.  Brantley,  Esq. 

Vice-President  of  the  Board — Rev.  Alexander  Sprunt,  D.D. 
Secretary  of  the  Board — Rev.  Hugh  R.  Murchison. 
Treasurer  of  the  Board — C.  H.  Baldwin,  Esq. 


